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ANNA LOUISE HOFFMAN 
AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING 

ACHIEVEMENT IN 
GRADUATE RESEARCH 

 

 
Andisheh Abedini 

State University of New York at 
Stony Brook 

Andisheh's research has expanded 
our understanding of various 
neurological diseases (Parkinson's 
and Alzheimer's) and other diseases 
such as type 2 diabetes.  Her 
research will impact the therapeutic 
methods used in the treatment of 
these diseases.  She is a 
phenomenal woman and scientist!  
She contributes not only her to 
science, but also to her community.  
She is a bright experimentalist who 
has the ability to communicate her 
ideas and findings in a manner that 
is understandable to others outside 
of her field.  Finally, the story her 
research adviser, Professor Daniel 
Raleigh, relayed about Ms. 
Abedini's response to her friend's 

tragic car accident speaks volumes 
to her loyalty and compassion - 
admirable traits that are often not 
observed these days. 
 

GLADYS ANDERSON 
EMERSON SCHOLARSHIP 

 

 
Paige Sanders 

McNeese State University 

Paige has a solid foundation in 
Chemistry despite having had a 
poor High School education.  She 
has overcome this challenge and 
won two Chemistry Excellence 
Awards and a MERCK 
undergraduate grant.  Her area of 
research on antibacterial effects of 
alligator hemoglobin has resulted in 
a paper to appear in Spectroscopy 
Letters this summer and another 
paper in preparation.  She has 
presented her research at the 
Louisiana Academy of Sciences.  
Her nominator, Professor Danette 
Vines, writes that she has a passion 
for science that she shares with 

others.  She tutors other chemists, 
was a teacher’s assistant for 
General Chemistry, and is Chapter 
President of the Student Affiliates 
of the American Chemical Society.  
Paige intends to pursue a doctorate 
in Organic or Biochemistry. 
 

UNDERGRADUATE AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN 

CHEMISTRY 
 

 
Yael Elmatad 

New York University 
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Yael is an outstanding student who 
according to her nominator, 
Professor Henry Brenner, is this 
year's New York University's 
valedictorian.  She has several 
publications and presentations, 
many honors and awards, has 
volunteered her expertise as a tutor, 
and been a teaching assistant.  in 
the fall, she will attend the 
University of California - Berkeley 
to pursue a doctorate and a career 
in research and academia.  Yael has 
served on a ModelUN team, 
worked as a tutor for 
underprivileged youth, and has 
served in a leadership capacity in 
both science and political/service 
oriented organizations.  She has 
one attribute that puts her in the 
front – a great sense of humor, 
which will serve her well in a 
career in academia.   
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Despite the challenges of 
transitioning to new chapter 
officers during the school year, the 
Aurum Chapter  held many 
meetings, fundraising, social and 
outreach events in 2005/2006.  In 
addition, one outreach program has 
evolved into a new collaboration 
with the Program for Women in 
Science and Engineering (PWSE) 
at ISU.  The chapter will work with 
PWSE to write a Dreyfus 
Foundation Chemical Science 
Grant to create chemistry kits that 
PWSE Role Models can use when 
teaching in middle and junior high 
schools. The kits will be geared to 
encourage female students to 
develop interests in the chemical 
sciences and to teach them about 
opportunities in chemistry.  
(Reported by Erin Rockafellow and 
Debra Zorn) 
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Aurum Iodide  Chapter hosted an Undergraduate Research Symposium at 
DePaul University on Saturday, April 8, 2006.  Thirteen abstracts were 
received for oral presentations in the areas of materials science, analytical, 
inorganic, organic and biochemistry from students attending area colleges 
and universities.  In addition to the student presentations, an excellent 
keynote address was given by Yvonne Martin, a Senior Volwiler Research 
Fellow of Abbott Laboratories. She gave a presentation entitled Reflections 
on a Career That Bridges Chemistry, Biology, and Computer Science.  The 
goal for this symposium was to give young women scientists the 
opportunity to present their research in a friendly environment.  Two $100 
awards were presented for outstanding student presentations.  The awards 
were named in honor of Frances Seabright, who passed away last year at the 
age of 92.  The winners were Vivian Ferry (University of Chicago), who 
gave a presentation on “Photophysics of Multi-metallic Tungsten-
Alkylidyne Complexes”, and Marta Witek (University of Illinois at 
Chicago), whose title was “Studies of the Tetramerization of Site of 
Spectrin Using Chimeric Spectrin Peptide”.  Some, but not all of the student 
participants were members of Iota Sigma Pi and the symposium provided a 
great opportunity to let the students know more about Iota Sigma Pi.  The 
organization committee included Gretchen Shearer, Janet Ferroni, Maggie 
Workman, Darlene Florence, Cheryl Mascarenhas, Debby Howell and 
Marianna Jackson.  Marilyn Kouba provided the biography of Fran 
Seabright.  Several members also attended to show their support.  (From 
mini-grant report submitted by Gretchen Shearer, AuI Chapter President)

 
Members of ISP attending the Undergraduate Research Symposium 

From left to right, Marilyn Kouba, Janet Ferroni, Christine Renner, 
Darlene Florence, Maggie Workman, Yvonne Martin (keynote speaker), 

Marianna Jackson, Gretchen Shearer, Marta Witek, Selena Russel  
and Cheryl Mascarenhas. 
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Lanthanum Chapter - One of the positive side-effects of hosting the 
Triennial Conference last summer was that the majority of Lanthanum's 
members were exposed to all of the wonderful activities and programs of 
the other ISP chapters.  One of these "exposures" was to provide 
recognition to young girls for outstanding accomplishments in science via 
an Iota Sigma Pi award at a local science fair.  We chose to support the 
Discovery Young Scientist Regional Science Fair held at the Central 
Virginia Governor's School in Lynchburg, VA this spring.  This fair 
brings together middle school students from all of the area schools, which 
we felt was very appropriate for our metropolitan chapter.  By working 
with the regional fair's director, high school teacher Cheryl Lindeman, our 
chapter was able to present awards to three young girls.  The award 
consisted of an age-appropriate book on girls/women in science and a 
certificate of accomplishment.  (Submitted by Jill Granger)   
 
Fluorine Chapter is pleased to announce Kaprice Carpenter as the recipient of the Iota Sigma Pi, Fluorine Chapter 
Award for Achievement in Science for 2006. Kaprice, a senior at James A. Garfield High School in Garrettsville, 
Ohio, was nominated by Missy L. Petrie, AP Biology Teacher.  Kaprice plans to attend the University of Akron to 
pursue a science career in the field of biology.  Kaprice's qualifications were exceptional, and she joins the ranks of 
some of the best young students of science in this country. Congratulations on recieving this honor.  (Written by 
Anne O'Conner, F Chapter Scholarship Chair) 
 
The Cobalt Chapter reported in their 2006 report that they had an active year.  Activities included an initiation in 
the fall, participation in National Chemistry Week with a “hands-on” booth at the Children’s Museum, Girl Scout 
activities at the Math and Science Center, and workshops at the Indianapolis 
Girl’s Conference.  In addition, two chapter members are participating in the 
Girls Inc. Tech Know summer program at Butler University as “career 
chemists.”  They will be providing tours of research labs, introductions to the 
female students working in the summer, and discussions of career paths in 
chemistry. 

The Iotan  
Editor Paula G. Fox - pgfoxoh@hotmail.com  

Feature Editors are needed!  If you are interested in “covering a beat” for one issue or for more, 
please contact the Editor at: 

184 Union Street 
Peterborough, NH 03458 

603-924-3280 
pgfoxoh@hotmail.com 

Regular features will include Chapter News, Member Spotlight, and Outreach.  Features on 50-Year 
Members and a “Chapter of the Month” have been suggested.  Other ideas are welcomed. 

Manuscripts for The Iotan may be submitted to the Editor at the address above. Suggestions for articles 
are appreciated. Feature articles and book reviews are acceptable. Documents should be on CD, floppy 
disk, or emailed, typed, double spaced, and no longer than one page. 

Deadlines for consideration for the Fall, Spring, and Summer issues, respectively, are September 15, 
January 15 and May 15. Manuscripts will not be returned and are subject to editing. Publication is based 
on editorial assessment of reader interest and space available.  

Letters to the Editor are encouraged and may be published. Letters should be no longer than 250 words.  

 

 
Lanthanum Chapter Award Recipients: 

Lauren Jones, Jill Ferguson, 
and Jessica Hamlett 

Chapter Reports 
Past Due  

 

A reminder to all Chapter 
Officers:  If you have not 
already done so, please submit 
your annual chapter reports to 
me.  June 1 was the official 
due date for the reports. 
 
In addition, please forward to 
me the contact information of 
all newly elected chapter 
officers.  We would need the 
officer information to update 
our database and to ensure we 
maintain communications with 
each chapter. 
 
Thanks, 
��������	
��
 ��Vice President 
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“Lost” ISP Members 
Can you help us find these “lost” Iotans? 

Dues notices for the following members were returned to the National 
Treasurer without a forwarding address.  If you have current contact 
information for any of the following members, please contact the National 
Records Chair, Nancy Hopkins (address and e-mail on page 7) or send in the 
address change form below.  We appreciate your help! 
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Please note that Iota Sigma Pi 
dues for 2006-2007 were due 
July 1st.  A second notice is 
being sent out this month.  If 
you have not yet sent in your 
dues payment, please do so as 
soon as possible.  Thank you. 
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Dutch Treat Lunch 

Attention Iotans attending the 
Biennial Conference on 
Chemical Education (BCCE) 
at Purdue University, July 30-
August 3:  The Plutonium 
chapter will be organizing at 
dutch treat lunch to provide a 
time for networking and 
catching up with friends.  
Details are not complete at 
this time so check the 
message board when you 
arrive at the conference! 

- ���������	
 , National President 
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Saida Ortiz, F Donna Weisburger, V Nicole Morrow, Ag 
Michelle Riggs, F Ann Baugh, MAL Cas Fye Bridge, Es 
Melanie Simpson, F Elean Berman, MAL Kristi Hitt, Es 
Wei Song, F Lauren Brothers, MAL Heather Dickson, Cd  
Danelle Zieba, F April Colleton, MAL Jessica Grondin, Cd 
Rachel Bystritsky, H  Kristen Downs, MAL  Shira Mandel, Cd 
Amanda Cole, H Tiffani Holloway, MAL Melissa Passarelli, Cd 
Diana Phillips, H Jennifer Hunsader, MAL Anna Gasior, AuI 
Rebecca Faber, Hg Mary Kotlarczyk, MAL Pat Supataraporn, AuI 
Elodie Marlier, Hg  Sandra Lamb, MAL Angela Studiniski, AuI 
Melanie Roberts, Hg Marilyn Lucas, MAL  Lani MacArtney, AuI 
Karishna Ramesh 
Rajani, La 

Katie Mitchell-Koch, MAL Eugenia Brackenridge, 
AuI 

Kristen Pitner, La Laura McGuckin, MAL  Meera Desai, Au 
Michelle Poore, La Rachel Naumann, MAL Renee Joy Soukup, Au 
Anurupa Shrestha, La Katherine Norton, MAL  Stacy Rogers, Ca  
Candace Chan, Np Janet Osteryoung, MAL Deborah M. Smith, Ca 
Jacqueline Varvel, Np Megan Pesch, MAL Deepthi Sudhakar, Ca 
Bernice Gilmore, Pm Kimberly Rickert, MAL Melissa Long, Cm 
Melva Meisberger, 
Pm  

Natalie St. Fleur, MAL Katherine Jennings, Co 

Michelle Jones, Pu  Lisa Stevenson, MAL  Maxine Rowe, Co 
Kellie Jo White, Pu Brandi Whitley, MAL Sheri Stephenson, Co 
 

Notice of Change of Name or Address 
Attach mailing address here 

or write new name and address in the space below. 
 

Name       Chapter  

Address         

City, State, Zip Code        

Effective Date         

New Position, School, or Employer      

Please mail to:  Nancy Eddy Hopkins, National Records Chair 
   Department of Cell & Molecular Biology 
   Tulane University 
   2000 Stern Hall, 6400 Freret Street 
   New Orleans, LA  70118 
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Elisabeth Mandel (F) will begin 
a PhD program in Neuroscience 
at Cornell University this fall. 
 
Brenda P. Sahli, Richmond, 
VA (MAL)  writes: “I have been 
teaching with the Osher Institute 
for Lifelong Learning at the 
University of Richmond.  Topics 
have been “Toxic Substances”, 
“Antibiotics”, and “Survival of 
the Fittest”.  The latter was co-
taught with my daughter Heather.  
Heather will be receiving her 
Ph.D. in July from MSU.  Son 
Kevin will be joining a family 
practice in August.  He and his 
wife Ann are expecting our 
second grandson in July.  
Husband Muhammad teaches 
Organic Chemistry at VCU and 
Middle East topics and religion 
(Islam) at the Osher Institute.” 
 
Andrew William Anslow joined 
the family of Joanne Bedlek-
Anslow (MAL), Coordinator of 
Members-at-Large, and her 
husband Paul on June 10, 2006.  
Congratulations! 
 
Alice Ottoboni, Ph.D. (MAL)  
and Fred Ottoboni, M.P.H., 
Ph.D. recently wrote a nine-part 
column on “How to Reduce the 
Risk of Nutritional Diseases” that 
was published in Health Care 
News, by The Heartland Institute 
(a nonprofit organization devoted 
to discovering and promoting 
free-market solutions to social 
and economic problems).  In the 
articles, which appeared in the  

April through December 2005 
issues of Health Care News, 
public health scientists Alice and 
Fred Ottoboni have described 
dietary and lifestyle changes that 
can reduce the risk of modern 
nutritional diseases and improve 
one's health and sense of well-
being. These suggestions are 
taken from the Ottoboni's 2002 
book, The Modern Nutritional 
Diseases and How to Prevent 
Them (Vincente Books Inc., 
ISBN 0-915241-03-X) and 
appear with the authors' 
permission.  Links to each 
column in the nine-part series are 
available online at 
http://www.heartland.org/article.
cfm?artID=18209. 
 
 

������������
Jane Fraenkel-Conrat, passed 
away in Seattle, WA, on 5/12/06.  
Jane was Iota Sigma Pi National 
President from 1963-1966 and 
from 1969-1972. She also served 
as National Vice President from 
1960-1963.  Jane was one of the 
first 5 life members of Iota 
Sigma Pi. 
 
Elaine Anderson (AuI), 84, 
passed away on June 1, 2006. 
Elaine was Life member 131. 
She was always gracious to all 
and shared samples from Mystic 
Tape and opened her home to 
several chapter meetings. Elaine 
was also active in the Chicago 
Section of the ACS. 

Mary Jane Oestmann, 82, of 
Burlington, WI died June 17, 
2006.  She held degrees from 
Denison University (BS), 
Granville, Ohio, and University 
of Wisconsin-Madison (MS and 
PhD).  After graduation, she 
conducted research at nuclear 
institutes in Norway and Sweden 
that involved medical 
applications of radioisotopes and 
later worked at the University of 
Iowa, Battelle Memorial 
Institute, Argonne National 
Laboratory, and the U.S. Atomic 
Energy. She published many 
reports and papers about nuclear 
and environmental science and 
received numerous honors and 
awards including Distinguished 
Alumni Citation and an Honorary 
Doctor of Science degree from 
Denison University. She also 
received the UN International 
Women’s Year Distinguished 
Woman Award in 1975 from the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.  She was a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi and 
other honoraries and was elected 
a fellow both in the American 
Nuclear Society and the 
American Institute of Chemists. 
She supported students through 
her scholarships as well as 
sponsoring achievement awards 
through the ANS for women 
nuclear scientists. (Excerpted 
from Burlington Standard Press, 
July 16, 2006) 
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The following member profiles are excerpted from articles written by 
Anne Sherren, National Historian featuring Chicago-area women 
chemists for WCC column in The Chemical Bulletin (newsletter of the 
Chicago Section ACS): 
 

�
Dr. Kristin Bowman-James 
(AuI) , lifetime member of Iota 
Sigma Pi, is currently the Professor 
of Chemistry at the University of 
Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas and is 
Project Director of Kansas NSF 
Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research (EPSCoR). 
Kristin has been at The University 
of Kansas for 31 years. Currently 
she is teaching, doing chemical 
research, directing her post-docs 
and graduate students and 
administrating the Kansas 
EPSCoR.  When asked what she 
enjoys most about her work, she 
said two things! First the challenge 
of doing research in a field that was 
non-existent 30 years ago. She has 
watched this field grow, and there 
is now a community of chemists in 
the field of anion recognition. 
Second she enjoys helping people 
get somewhere – this includes good 
students, post docs, and other 
women faculty members. She is 
truly a mentor for the younger 
women.  When asked her 
philosophy about chemical 
education she replied, “I love 
conveying to the students that 
chemistry is integral to our 
everyday world and bringing the 
reality and importance to the 
students’ attention. Students need 
to feel comfortable and to learn 
chemistry in a non-threatening 
manner. Basically it boils down to 
letting the students know THEY 
CAN DO IT! “She stated, “It is 
important to have women involved 

in academia because without 
women we are only utilizing 50% 
of the workforce. Also women 
bring a different perspective to 
chemical puzzles.”  She feels 
strongly that we need to serve as 
role models and attract more 
women into the chemical 
workforce so that the students can 
have additional role models to 
follow. 
 
Dr. Mary L. Good (AuI) , 
National Honorary Member, is 
Dean of the College of 
Information Science and Systems 
Engineering at the University of 
Arkansas Little Rock, Donaghey 
University Professor. She enjoys 
interacting with students and 
especially discussing with the 
graduate students what they are 
discovering, learning and in 
students in general.  Mary said 
“All women should serve as role 
models for students in academia 
and where ever we are.  In 
academia we need to infect 
students with the idea that science 
and especially chemistry is FUN!”  
Dr. Good has worked in academia, 
industry, and government.  Her 
professional memberships and 
offices held include: American 
Chemical Society – 50 year 
member, President, Board of 
Directors and Board Chairman; 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, 
President and Fellow; elected 

member,  National Academy of 
Engineering; Royal Society of 
Chemistry (British) fellow; Royal 
Swedish Academy of Science; 
American Institute of Chemists; 
Sigma Xi, Iota Sigma Pi; Alpha Chi 
Sigma; Research Directors of 
Chicago Association; Catalysis 
Club of Chicago. Many of these 
organizations have bestowed honors 
on Mary Good. She is a holder of 
the Priestley Medal from the 
American Chemical Society to 
name one of her many honors.  
Mary is also a warm friendly lady 
who is also a loving mother, wife 
and dotting grandmother. 
 
Dr. Jean’ne M. Shreeve (AuI), 
National Honorary Member, is 
currently the Jean’ne M. Shreeve 
Professor of Chemistry at the 
University of Idaho in Moscow, 
Idaho.  Jean’ne has been at the 
University of Idaho for 45 years and 
still enjoys working 80 plus hour 
weeks. Currently she is only doing 
chemical research. At the University 
of Idaho Jean’ne has held many 
positions. She started teaching 
chemistry and doing chemical 
research. She later became Head of 
the Chemistry Department and then 
Vice President for Research.  She 
says she does chemical research 
because it is fun! When asked what 
she enjoys most about her work, she 
said the people (my co-workers) and 
the idea that sometimes my ideas 
DO work out as I predicted! 
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Sources of Iota Sigma Pi 
Supplies and Information 

Supplies 
For “Membership Information” and 
“National Awards” pamphlets, History, 
Constitution and Bylaws, Rituals of Iota 
Sigma Pi, Rules and Regulations, The 
Iotan, Speakers Bureau information, 
contact the Supplies Coordinator. 

Initiation 
For Membership Application and 
Summary of Applicants forms, contact 
the National Secretary. 

Forming a Chapter 
For procedural information and 
application forms, contact the National 
Vice President. 
 

For Charter Certificate, contact the 
National Historian. 

Financial Reports 
For Financial Report forms, contact the 
National Treasurer. 

Awards 
For criteria and nomination forms: 
Agnes Fay Morgan Research Award, 
National Honorary Member, or the 
Violet Diller Award for Professional 
Excellence, contact the Director for 
Professional Awards. 
 

Undergraduate Award  for Excellence 
in Chemistry,  Anna Louise Hoffman 
Graduate Research Achievement 
Award, Gladys Anderson Emerson  
Scholarship, contact the Director for 
Student Awards. 

Dues 
For dues statements and payments, 
contact the National Treasurer. 

Chapter Operations 
For changes in Chapter Officers list and 
forms for reporting local elected 
officers, contact the National Vice 
President. 

Address Labels & Membership List 
For change of address and member 
death, contact the Records Chair. 

Historical Information 
Contact:   National Historian 

*** 

See National Council listing for 
officers’ names and addresses. 
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President 
Janet R. Clark 
   Dept. of Sciences, Math & CIS 
   St. Mary-of-the-Woods College 
   St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 47876 
   812-535-5295 (w) 
   jclark@smwc.edu 

 
Vice President 
Kathryn Louie 
   Dept. of Physiology 
   U. of Arizona College of Medicine 
   1609 N. Warren | BRL B-110 
   Tucson, AZ 85724 
   520-626-2044 (w) 
   klouie@email.arizona.edu 

 
Secretary 
Anne Gorden 
   179 Chemistry Building 
   Dept. of Chemistry & Biochem. 
   Auburn University 
   Auburn, AL 36849 
   334-844-4043 (w) 
   gordeae@auburn.edu 

 
Treasurer 
Margaret Workman 
   DePaul University 
   Environmental Science Program 
   2325 N. Clifton Ave. 
   Chicago, IL 60614 
   773-325-7445 (w) 
   mworkman@depaul.edu 

 
Historian 
Anne T. Sherren  
   North Central College 
   555 Foxworth Blvd, Apt. 630 
   Lombard, IL 60148 
   630-932-0481 
   atsherren@noctrl.edu 

 
Records Chair 
Nancy Eddy Hopkins 
   Dept. of Cell & Molecular Biology 
   Tulane University 
   2000 Stern Hall, 6400 Freret St. 
   New Orleans, LA 70118 
   504-862-3162 (w) 
   nhopkin@tulane.edu 

Coordinator of Members-at-Large 
Joanne Bedlek-Anslow 
   Camden High School, Science 
   1022 Ehrenclou Drive 
   Camden, SC 29020 
   803-425-8930 ext. 411 (w) 
   drjba2000@yahoo.com 
 
Director for Professional Awards 
Sara Paisner 
   GE Global Research 
   One Research Circle, K1-4D17 
   Niskayuna NY, 12309 
   (518) 387-4599 (w) 
   paisners@research.ge.com 
 
Director for Student Awards 
Kathryn A. Thomasson 
   University of North Dakota 
   Chemistry Department 
   Abbott Hall Room 236 
   151 Cornell Street Stop 9024 
   Grand Forks, ND 58202-9024 
   701-777-3199 (w) 
   kthomasson@chem.und.edu 
 
Immediate Past President 
Lily Ng 
   Chemistry Department 
   Cleveland State University 
   Cleveland OH 44115 
   216-687-2467 (w) 
   l.ng@csuohio.edu 
 
Editor 
Paula Fox 
   184 Union Street 
   Peterborough, NH 03458 
   603-924-3280 (h) 
   pgfoxoh@hotmail.com 
 
Supplies Coordinator 
Reiko Simmons 
   Chemistry Department, Room 301 
   Cleveland State University 
   Cleveland OH 44115 
   216-687-3969 (w) 
   r.simmons@csuohio.edu 
 
Webmaster 
Christine Hermann 
   Chemistry and Physics, Box 6949 
   Radford University 
   Radford, VA  24142 
   540-831-5413 (w) 
   chermann@radford.edu 
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Iota Sigma Pi 
The Iotan, c/o Lily Ng 
P.O. Box 22466 
Beachwood, OH 44122 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wait! 
News about you makes this publication interesting for other 
Iotans.  Please take a few minutes to jot down what you are doing. 

1) Speeches, papers, symposia, invited talks 
2) Publications, patents, grants awarded 
3) New positions, appointments, promotions, awards, honors, 

retirements, postdoctoral research 
4) Offices held in professional societies 
5) Avocational achievements, miscellaneous 

 
 
Please send news and information to  

Paula Fox, Editor 
pgfoxoh@hotmail.com 

or contact by phone for fax information. 
 

 
Items for “Chapter News” or for general information are also solicited.  Send a photo of your activity 
(electronic format preferred).  Please include your chapter name. 
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